CHAPTER II

FREDERICK AS CROWN PRINCE,   1712-1740

WHAT manner of man was the first-born son
of Frederick William, known to history as
Frederick the Great, and what were the
causes that made him such as he was? To answer
either question is a task of uncommon difficulty.
Even to those who were regarded as his intimates
Frederick remained an enigma all his life. In his
early trials he acquired, as Carlylc happily expresses
it, "the art of wearing among his fellow-creatures
a polite cloak-of-darkness," and became what he in
great measure still remains, "a man politely impreg-
nable to the intrusion of human curiosity." And if
it passes our wit adequately to describe his personal-
ity, how shall we determine and distinguish the
factors which created it ? No adding together of in-
fluences will suffice. Such enquiries lead us far be-
yond the bounds of mere arithmetic. Of Frederick's
nature, as of every man's, a greater share was built up
in ages which have left no record than in the genera-
tions whose history we can trace, If therefore we
next endeavour to indicate the influences of his par-
entage and his surroundings, let us avoid the delusion
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